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Peninsula. Philip of Anjou controlled most of
Spain except Catalonia and thus the parrot cry of
" No peace without Spain/' which Marlborough
and Godolphin had originated and which had now
been wholeheartedly adopted by the Whig Gov-
ernment, was nowhere nearer realization. But
the nation, after eight weary and costly years of
war, was demanding peace. Swimming with the
current, Queen Anne could prepare her revenge
on the Whigs whom she detested.

While Marlborough had been fighting Malpla-
quet, Lord Townshend, the Whig statesman who
had been sent from London as his diplomatic
colleague, continued to negotiate with the Dutch
about their Barrier Treaty, His view and that of
the Home Government was that if the Dutch were
once promised their Barrier they would be bound
to continue the war until the French agreed to
surrender the " cautionary towns " in Spain and
thereby pave the way for expelling the French
prince from Madrid. Marlborough, who followed
the negotiations closely, disagreed utterly. He
still favoured a separate treaty between the Allies
and France and a war against Spain alone con-
ducted by himself. As to the Barrier Treaty, he
adhered to his opinion that once it was signed the
Dutch would desert the Alliance. He also thought
the Dutch demands excessive (as he privately
explained to his Austrian friends) and that the
Treaty should not be signed without a specific
promise from the Dutch not to make peace until
the entire Spanish Empire was surrendered by
Philip of Anjou. He therefore washed his hands